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EXPO 2020 DUBAI

Expo 2020 Dubai is the Universal Exhibition held in the
United Arab Emirates from 1 October 2021 to 31 March
2022, the first of its kind to be held in an Arab country.
The main sub-themes of EXPO 2020 DUBAI are: Opportunity, Mobility and Sustainability serving as platforms that
promote creativity, innovation and global collaboration.
Expo 2020 Dubai is a celebration of human brilliance and
achievement, an opportunity for people to connect from
different corners of the world, to experience the best of
art, culture, geography, science, technology, innovation
and invention and to set into motion new thoughts and
ideas that will make a lasting impact in our lives.
Expo 2020 Dubai welcomes 190 participating countries,
as well as millions of visitors from around the world with
the aim and purpose of promoting the creation of international partnerships, the exchange of cultures, business
opportunities and investments.
9

Sokol Nano
Commissioner General
Pavilion of Albania, Expo 2020

Dear participants in EXPO DUBAI 2020, Dear all visitors of Albanian Pavilion, Dear all friends of Albania.
It has been a special honour for me to be in the role of Commissioner
General of Albanian Pavilion and together with the AIDA staff to manage
the pavilion during the duration of Expo 2020 Dubai.
Expo 2020 Dubai is a Universal Exhibition, the first of its kind to be held in
an Arab country and it welcomes more than 190 countries part of which is
also Albania.
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Over the last two years, we have all faced unprecedented challenges due
to COVID-19 therefore such an event takes on even greater importance by
creating a bridge between countries and many opportunities for people
to connect from different parts of the world, to experience the best of art,
culture, geography, science, technology, innovation, and to promote new
ideas that will make a lasting impact in our lives.
After these hard times, I’m pleased that Expo 2020 happened and I am
sure it will help shape the post-pandemic world and create a better future
for all. Everyone who played a part in its organization deserves great praise.
The participation of Albania in this great event is an important opportunity
to promote our country and establish meaningful, face-to-face connections
with international stakeholders.
“Albania a Timeless Trip” aims to show our national identity artistically,
highlighting our values in culture, history, hospitality, tradition but at the
same time promoting the country as an attractive destination for foreign
investments by emphasizing the strong points in terms of an open and
stable economy.
Through our participation in Expo 2020 Dubai, Albania presents great trade
opportunities, not only limited to goods and products but also related to
the exchange of knowledge and ideas while putting an emphasis on recent
strategic investments and presenting new investment opportunities.
This time is a moment in history to promote the creation of international
partnerships, the exchange of cultures, business opportunities, and investments.
Hoping for you all – participants and visitors alike – an enjoyable and successful experience in Expo 2020 Dubai!
Thank you.
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ALBANIA IN EXPO 2020 DUBAI
Pavilion of Albania in Expo 2020 Du- The exterior of the pavilion aims to inbai, Albania a timeless trip.
spire awe and curiosity by welcoming
visitors with images of the country’s
Albania Pavilion at Expo 2020 Dubai untamed nature. Whether it is mounhighlights our values in tradition, his- tainous peaks of the Albanian Alps
tory, culture, hospitality and convey- blanketed by snow, emerald hills,
ing an example of emancipation, pro- crystal waters of rivers and lakes, or
gress but also a good approximation pristine coastlines along the Adriatic
to the new challenges of the time, and Ionian seas in the Mediterranean
technology and innovation.
region, Albania offers immeasurable
natural tourism opportunities all year
The Albanian Pavilion is located in the round.
Mobility district, focusing on the creation and presentation of physical and The stunning landscapes reflected in
virtual bridges for the movement of the exterior of the pavilion are compeople, goods and ideas, providing plemented by portraits of the Albanieasier access to markets, knowledge an people. The depiction of different
and innovation.
generations, genders and social conditions, demonstrates the dynamic
Albania’s pavilion provides its visitors composition and inclusiveness of our
with the opportunity to embark on a people. This initial contact of visitors
captivating journey through time, ex- with
the natural
marvels oftrip
Albania
Albania
a timeless
ploring our country’s fascinating nat- and the amicable hospitality of its
ural wonders, rich history, impressive people will attract visitors inside the
cultural heritage, and abundant op- pavilion with the desire to learn more
portunities.
about our country.
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As soon as passing through the doors
of the Albanian pavilion, visitors face
the vibrant colours of an astonishing
variety of showcased objects, including contemporary art pieces of wellknown Albanian artists, hand-made
traditional costumes, typical plants
and foods, which illustrate the dynamic multidimensionality of the Albanian identity and culture. Through
the integration of these objects with
natural elements and imagery, the
pavilion interweaves nature and culture, depicting the perfect harmony
in which they coexist in Albania.

gressed throughout the history of the
Balkans. The millennia-old archaeological heritage, the artefacts and
replicas that belong from the Illyrian
era to the pre-Ottoman and pre-Independence eras, as well as movies and
imagery from the years of the communist regime, depict the long – and
often challenging – journey of the Albanian people through history.

The resolute resilience that the Albanian people have shown to overcome
past hardships is clearly reflected today in the determination to persevere
through the profound challenges of
The objects and elements found with- the modern world by prospering conin the pavilion are symbolic threads of tinuously and sustainably, not only as
the fabric of our national history. The a country, but also as an important
artefacts displayed in the pavilion actor in regional developments.
demonstrate that the Albanian identity has been forged, shaped and pro-
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Indeed, located at the heart of several major transport corridors, Albania
has historically served as an essential bridge between the East and the
West. Its marine ports and its position
along Via Egnatia, the ancient Roman
road that connected Rome and Constantinople, have established Albania
as an important entry gate to international markets. This strategic position allows the country to discover
and develop new opportunities in
mobility. Through its participation in
Expo 2020 Dubai, Albania aims to
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present great opportunities of trade,
not only limited to goods and products, but also related to the exchange
of knowledge and ideas. Putting an
emphasis on recent strategic investments and presenting new investment opportunities, Albania aims
to have a significant impact on the
Balkans and Mediterranean region
through the construction of new air,
road, rail and maritime infrastructure
that will facilitate transport, trade,
tourism and mobility.

In addition, Albania’s unique geographical position has blessed the
country with a typical Mediterranean
climate. The abundant solar and wind
resources complement the rich hydric
network of flowing rivers and offer
vast opportunities to produce clean
and renewable energy and the construction of energy parks.
Lastly, after their encounter with the
Albanian culture, history and further
development potentials, the visitors
will have the opportunity to purchasing Albanian products, as mementos
of their experience in the pavilion.
This section will offer a wide variety of
products, from tasty honey variations
to masterly-crafted souvenirs that
mirror the natural treasures and cul-

tural values of Albania. With this last
impression, the Albanian pavilion promotes the Made in Albania brands by
emphasizing that their value is closely
connected and emblematically represents the natural and cultural factors
that they incorporate.
Thus, by exposing the marvels of the
Albanian nature and culture, the values of the Albanian people, and the
opportunities that our country offers,
the Albanian pavilion will certainly
become a memorable experience for
its visitors, leaving them with a feeling of eagerness to discover more.
Embracing the theme of mobility,
Albania’s participation in Expo 2020
Dubai aims to reinforce the important
bridge between Albania and other
countries and people.
17

18

PAVILION OF ALBANIA
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Liburnia Ship
Handmade Scale Size Model
Dimensions: 20 x 60 x 50cm
Artist: Luan Shabani

Liburnia ships were built by the Illyrian tribe of Liburnians, who were renowned
seafarers that dominated the Adriatic and Ionian Seas from the start of the 1st
millennium to the 5th century BC. Illyrians, the predecessors of Albanians, were
skillful sailors, expert ship-builders and great seafarers of the ancient Balkans.
Liburnian ships were mainly used in trade. Their design was typically light and
had originally a single bench of 25 oars on each side, one mast, one sail and
prow twisted outwards. Liburnian ships are estimated to have been around 31
meters long and 5 meters wide. Proving successful in numerous battles, the
Liburnian vessels became the backbone of the Roman and Byzantine navy for
centuries.
Albania, with about 362 km of coastline, has favorable natural conditions and
real resources for the development of all activities, transport, tourism, fishing,
with all the coastal countries of the Adriatic basin and beyond. Maritime transport is realized in the four main Albanian ports, Durrës Port Authority, Vlora
Seaport, Shengjin Seaport, Saranda Seaport and Romano-Port fuel ports.
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Liburnia ships are an antique reminder of the
craftsmanship of Illyrian shipbuilders and their
domination of the Adriatic and Ionian seas for
centuries.
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Let us sing, oh, Mountain Fairy,
Let us sing with the Highland Lute!
Gjergj Fishta, The Highland Lute
Lahuta (The Albanian Lute)
Handmade Original Replica
Dimensions: 12 x 50 x 10 cm

Lahuta (the Albanian Lute) is a traditional musical instrument, whose origins date back to the 14th century.
Lahuta is a single-stringed instrument,
always accompanied by singing not
only musical pieces of the Albanian
folklore, but also epic poetry in particular.
The lahuta is used by Gheg Albanians of northernmost Albania for the
singing of epic songs or Kângë Kreshnikësh (“Songs of Heroes”) that are the
traditional songs of the heroic non-historical cycle of Albanian epic poetry .
The instrument was very common in
Kosovo and Albania, especially in the
mountain regions such as Malsia. In Albanian types, the lutes head is often
carved after a goats head or a hawk,
the latter representing the Albanian
flag.
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Cyla Dyjare (The Double Aulos)
Handmade Original Replica
Dimensions: 8 x 25 x 4 cm

The Double Aulos (“Cyla Dyjare” in Albanian), is
a traditional musical wind instrument. Its history is
quite ancient, as archaeological discoveries dating back to the Illyrian period show the double
aulos depicted in marble vases and sculptures.
The first appearance of this double-sounding
flute was documented in the 6th-5th centuries
BC in Apollonia, Southern Albania, and later on
in the upper part of the Vjosa River during the
4th-3rd centuries BC. This instrument is still used
frequently in the Southern region of Albania.
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Much I wandered, and I climbed
where the high mountain grows.
Ah, it sounds so sublime,
the sweet double aulos!
Traditional Albanian song
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Lura National Park
Handmade Scale Size Model
Dimensions: 42 x 65 x 30cm
Artist: Arjon Kadillari
Year: 2020

Often referred to as the Pearl of Albanian Mountains, the Lakes of Lura are positioned within the Lura National Park, in northeastern Albania, spanning an area of
more than 200 km2, amidst a breathtaking landscape and rare natural beauty that
brings together majestic forests and unspoiled lakes. These lakes of glacial origin
are situated in the north of the park, between 1,500- and 1,700-meters elevation
above sea level.
Each lake carries a name associated with its most characteristic feature. Some of
the most important lakes are the Great Lake, the Lake of Pines, the Black Lake
and the Lake of Flowers. During the winter season these lakes are usually covered
in ice, but in summer they offer a magnificent view, where the cold water of natural sources, the white rocks and the sweet fragrance of flowers create a magical
setting.
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“When I came up to Lura, I saw such a beautiful field, that I had never seen in any place of
the Balkans.”
Edith Durham, British artist and traveler
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Castle of Berat
Handmade Scale Size Model
Dimensions: 42 x 65 x 30cm
Artist: Arjon Kadillari
Year: 2020

Located on the top of a hill overseeing the ancient city of Berat, the castle is
one of the main landmarks and one of the UNESCO heritage sites of Albania.
Encircled by stone walls, with a total of twenty-four watchtowers, Berat Castle dates back 2,500 years and is one of the oldest in the country. Its exterior
perimeter has expanded gradually over time under Byzantine conquerors
throughout the centuries. The view from its fortified courtyard reveals a picturesque landscape that includes the entire city of Berat, the Osum River and
the old bridge of Gorica.
One of the most striking qualities of this castle is the fact that its interior is still
inhabited by many residents of the city. The interior of Berat Castle houses
many historical buildings, including the Red Mosque, a museum, and the
surviving ten of the thirty-five original churches, built since the 15th century.
One of them, St. Todri’s Church, is decorated with stunning frescoes from the
most famous painter of religious art in Albania, Onufri. Other architectural
elements are court yards, a large cistern in the center and numerous houses
of stone.

A living fortress that unites antiquity to the present
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Castle of Gjirokastra
Handmade Scale Size Model
Dimensions: 42 x 65 x 30cm
Artist: Arjon Kadillari
Year: 2020

Gjirokastra Castle, one of the largest in the Balkans, is situated at a height
of 336 meters on the hilltop overlooking the city that holds the same name.
While archaeological evidence of inhabitation of the area dates back to the
4th-5th century, the first walls of this majestic castle were built between 12th
-13th century according to archaeologists.
In its current state nowadays, Gjirokastra Castle has five towers and includes
in its interior the new Gjirokastra Museum, the clock tower, a cistern and
several other spots of interest. A beautiful stage within the castle is home to
the National Folklore Festival of traditional Albanian songs and dances, as
well as several other cultural events. Considering its long past and the values
it embodies, Gjirokastra Castle represents enormous historical and cultural
significance, and is currently under UNESCO protection.
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A fortified witness to the tides of Albanian history
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Floral Installation
Dimensions: 120 x 150 cm
Year: 2020

With its special combinations of plant variations from the main four regions
of Albania, this installation showcases the rich biodiversity of the country.
Due to its direct proximity to the Mediterranean Sea, its strategic location
within the European continent and favorable climatic and geographic features, Albania is recognized as one of the important biodiversity hotspots of
our planet.
Each season and region is characterized by different fruits and plants.The
most typical plants in Albania are those of the entire Mediterranean region,
specifically olive trees, vineyards and fruit trees, including lemon, fig, and
orange trees. The Albanian flora also includes nearly 300 types of medicinal
plants, still broadly used in curing diseases, and additionally contributing to
vast agri-business opportunities.
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The vibrant colors and variety of the Albanian
flora in a unique installation of dried plants and
flowers
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Stone by stone you build a wall; wall by wall
you build a castle.
Albanian Proverb

Mineral Stones Installation
Dimensions: 100 x 120 cm
Year: 2020

A unique installation of multi-coloured mineral stones from the four regions of
Albania is an expository of the great tradition that Albania has in exploring, mining and exploiting mineral sources, not only for the production of energy or the
realization of manufacturing and processing activities, but also widely used in for
decorative purposes.
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Artwork: “Magical Flowers”
Oil on canvas
Artist: Artan Shabani
Size: 100x150 cm x 8 pieces
Year: 2020

The works of Albanian artist Artan Shabani are a vibrant dance of colors
and motifs that take place in a deep historical, cultural and anthropological
puzzle. His artworks blend present and past, real history and myths, under a
single vision.
After the 90s, emerging from the 50-year-long isolation of the communist
regime, visual arts in Albania faced the unknown situation of meeting the
new horizons – dreamt, but forbidden – of the contemporary art of the last
century, mainly developed in Western countries.
“Magical Flowers” represents the long research of Decorative Arts for a
new journey, not simply in terms of illustrating the interaction between the
textile industry and the global market, but also in continuing the almost
30-year journey of its forerunners and pioneers. This project reawakens an
inner musical symphony between the Orient and the Balkans, and brings
floral compositions that excite the imagination of the abstract, found in
each of our subconscious.
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The works of Albanian artist Artan Shabani are a
vibrant dance of colors and motifs that take place in
a deep historical, cultural and anthropological puzzle.
His artworks blend present and past, real history and
myths, under a single vision.
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A dream-like journey through
the pages and paper-cut
illustrations of a unique
story book

A Journey Through Five Castles
Paper-cut Artistic Book
Dimensions: 40 x 40 x 22 cm
Artist: Agim Faja
Year: 1964

“A Journey through Five Castles” is a one-of-a-kind book, masterfully handcrafted by Albanian artist Agim Faja in 1964, tells a children’s story that is
particularly compelling because of its visual representation.
Castles in Albania are large defensive constructions, consisting of strong surrounding walls with high towers and the building of internal environments
necessary for living and to be protected in case of war.
The first castles in Albanian lands were erected in the late Neolithic, around
2800-2700 BC. In the Bronze Age, but especially in the Early Iron Age they
were more widespread.
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Traditional folk costume of Tirana region
Handmade
Dimensions: 40 x 40 x 165cm
Year: Early 19th century

The dress “with dimi of marble” has its use origins at the end of the XIX century. This dress is one of the most representative, mainly, for the villages and
towns of Central Albania.
In the 20s of the XX century, Muslim women of towns and villages modified
the dress making it less costly and easier to use. Instead of the silk fabrics
once used to sew the dimi, ‘nansuk’, which came from Western markets, began to be preferred. This new fabric was very popular in the cities of Central
Albania and especially in Tirana and gradually the locals named it ‘marble’,
probably because of the white and transparent shade of this material. Meanwhile, the “xhybe ” and ‘përpiri’ were replaced by a kind of vest embroidered
40

with gold thread and then, with white
beads, imitating the inxhi (pearls). The
feet of the dimi were decorated in the
same form, which for the ceremonial
dress, were accompanied by slippers
embroidered with gold thread (which
were later replaced by white shoes).
This costume, modeled in this form,
began to be preferred by Muslim
women in the city of Shkodra, even
being called “Tirana costume”.
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Traditional folk costume of Lunxheria region
Handmade
Dimensions: 40 x 40 x 165cm
Year: Early 19th century

The Lunxhëria dress is worn in the Lunxhëria region in Gjirokastra and in the
peripheral area known as Labëria. This dress is used in an ethnographic unit
inhabited by a rural population.
It reflects the high economic level of the inhabitants of this province, but also
traces of the early civic culture and resembles noble clothing, from the quality
of the material, the cutting pattern as well as the schemes for decoration. The
components of this dress are: the ‘manto’ (a long mantel) - the main and most
intriguing part of this dress, quality fabric, embroidered with green silk braids.
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The long ‘shirt’ made of woven fabric, decorated with details on the neck and
arms with lace. Slightly shorter than the ‘shirt’ was the ‘fermele’ decorated
at the bottom with gold stripes. Such forms of ornaments with scaling were
realized in the bottom part of the sleeves, sometimes in the shape of an arch
and sometimes in the shape of a trapezoid. The ‘belt’ accompanied by a
silver buckle or washed with gold as well as, hat decorated with several rows
of gold coins. The set of ornaments consisted of strings of coins that were
placed on the chest, rings, earrings, bracelets, types of pins, etc., which, unlike those of other rural clothing, were only made of gold.
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Silk Rizë of Bushat, Zadrimë region
Handmade
Dimensions: 242 x 49 cm
Year: Early 19th century

‘Rizë of silk’, one of the local ethnographic materials, part of the ceremonial dress. This rizë is handcrafted and belongs to the XIX century, being an
important element of the Albanian material culture, as a unique object of
special importance.
It is woven into a loom with yellow-orange silk thread, both heads have a
wide buckle, knitted in different colors: red, white, strong orange, green,
purple, and gold thread. On both sides, there are white lines, two being wider, where between the two wide lines there are rhombic figures, at the very
edge the two heads have two ‘hemstitches’. The dimensions of this ‘rizë’ are:
length 2.42 cm, width 49 cm. Origin of the object: Bushat, Zadrimë.
44
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Këmisha e Hasit
Handmade
Dimensions: 40 x 40 x 165cm
Year: Early 19th century

Among the interesting and very specific elements of the clothing of the province of Has (Albania’s North East) is the long cotton shirt decorated during the
weaving of the fabric, with stripes called ‘ujsa’, which are sometimes presented
in beige, sometimes cherry and sometimes light blue (depending on the age
of the woman who will be wearing it). In addition to its styling pattern, the shirt
draws even more attention to the way it is embellished. Generally, the motives
are more focused on the chest part.
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The techniques used for its realization is that of simple embroidery and in
some cases even with appliqué. The most interesting phenomenon is the
asymmetric decorative system, known only in this province. Mainly, in the folk
art of this province, this kind of decorative system prevails, justified by the locals that ‘this is how the eye loves it’ (this is how the eye loves it). Asymmetry
is observed not only in the composition of motifs, but also in that of colors.
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The Three-Arched Bridge
Dimensions: 5 x 12 x 93 cm
Artist: Billy Mazreku
Year: 2020
Technique: Bronze

The Three-Arched Bridge is inspired by the novel with the same title by the Albanian writer Ismail Kadare. The composition has the form of a film reel (old manual
photographic films) where on both sides of the film is accompanied by reliefs
where they present dates, events and historical moments.The reliefs are divided
into different sequences of the film, portraits, characters and sayings that belong
to that key period in the history of the Albanian people and a prediction (based
on legends) of what would follow in the history. The composition is in the form
of a stone bridge with three arches, characteristic of the constructions of that
time and the reliefs continue to be divided into small film squares even below
the bridge.

48

Combining literary inspirations, history,
Albanian mythology and unique artistic skills,
the bronze sculpture of “The three-arched
bridge” inspires the need for building bonds
between cultures, nations and economies.
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Olive Tree
Natural plant
Dimensions: 80 x 80 x 180 cm

The olive is the oldest among all other cultivated trees in the Mediterranean
basin, and its origins date back to 6000 years B.C. Illyrians, predecessors of Albanians, were masters in olive cultivation, producing the pure olive oil in its full
flavor, not only as a tasty delicacy, but also as a rare elixir of curative properties.
Olives in Albania are quite old, as well as in other Mediterranean countries.This
tree has its place and importance in folk culture and art.The word ulli, in Albanian
is derived from the name ullastër. The tree of this fruit is presented in two different forms: wild and cultivated. It is said that the first seedlings in Illyrian territory
came from the Molossian tribe. They spread the culture of olive cultivation and
oil production to today’s Shkodra.
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TUMO Center
3D Scale Size Model
Dimensions: 95 x 82cm
Year: 2020

The Old Pyramid of Tirana, once a showpiece of the Communist regime in
Albania, now transformed into the biggest Center for Creative Economy,
technology and innovation development in the Balkans region. TUMO is a
new kind of educational experience at the intersection of technology and
design.
The TUMO Center for Educational Technologies began in Armenia, with over
14,000 students now regularly attending centers throughout the country.
TUMO has since expanded on a global scale, into Paris, Moscow, Beirut and
Tirana, with more cities on the way.

The ambitious project of revitalizing and transforming a monumental communist relic into
the newest culture, technology and innovation
hub of Tirana.
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CHILDREN AREA

The children’s area is a paint studio, in which paints and canvases are
placed for children to painting, as well as enjoy a collage of old Albanian cartoons on the TV.
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ALBANIAN CARTOONS COLLAGE

Pipiruku expects two “friends”
Pipiruku, the only son of a poor old
woman, constantly helps the animals
and insects of the forest.
Directed by: Bujar Kapexhiu
Year: 1983
Producer: Kinostudio “Shqiperia e Re”

Mi Re La
A little girl cries constantly. The father
paints in bed the three Mi Re La notes
which begin to sing for the daughter
who immediately ceases.
Directed by: Bujar Kapexhiu
Year: 1978
Producer: Kinostudio “Shqiperia e Re”
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Two guests
Based on the well-known fable of La
Fontaine, the film shows how the hardworking and clever stork takes revenge
on two forest parasites and thieves.
Awards: Wins the cup of the 5th Albanian Artistic Film Festival, 19 - 23 April
1983.
Directed by: Gazmend Leka
Year: 1982
Producer: Kinostudio “Shqiperia e Re”

The fight for life
Children have fun in a city park. Among
them one eats ice cream with dirty
hands. Along with ice cream it swallows
and germs.
Directed by: Vlash Droboniku
Year: 1981
Producer: Kinostudio “Shqiperia e Re”

57

Stop the offense!
A preschooler plays with his own toys.
Their amorphous movements cause
“accidents” that make the child think.
Directed by: Esperanca Konomi
Year: 1981
Producer: Kinostudio “Shqiperia e Re”

Graffiti
A little boy who likes to draw starts
scratching the walls of the neighborhood. At night the paintings run off the
walls and into the little boy’s notebook.
Awards:
1st Prize of the 3rd Balkan Film Festival in Istanbul, Turkey, 1979; The Cup
of the III Albanian Film Festival, 21 28
April 1979.
Awarded in Naples, Italy in 1984.
Directed by: Bujar Kapexhiu
Year: 1977
Producer: Kinostudio “Shqiperia e Re”
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